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It has been a while since our last DigitalScouts newsletter. As we get prepared for the 
new year, we are excited to share our latest updates with you!
In this newsletter, you will read about the development of our curriculum and platform, 
past and upcoming events, and plans for the final year of the project.

CURRICULUM AND PLATFORM 

Between September and October 2024, our 
partner Austrian Red Cross conducted a test-
run of the digital training at the Red Cross 
District Branch in Freistadt, Upper Austria, 
with a dedicated group of volunteers. This 
pilot combined an online test and two in-
person workshops to thoroughly evaluate 
the toolkit’s design and functionality.

The primary focus of the evaluation was on 
technical implementation, with volunteers 
assessing user-friendliness, technical 
functionality, and comprehensibility. During 
the follow-up workshops, the participants 
identified key areas for improvement and 
shared valuable feedback to refine the toolkit 
further. Based on these insights, necessary 
updates were implemented to enhance the 
digital training’s quality before translating it 
into additional partner languages. 

The DigitalScouts project was showcased at the 
Gerontology Days 2024 – International Scientific 
Conference, held on October 11th.  Co-organised 
by the Faculty of Health Sciences at the University 
of Debrecen, Hungary, and the Department of 
Gerontology and Dementia Studies at the University 
of Malta, the event showcased cutting-edge research 
and initiatives in the field. 

Presented under the title “The Role of Digital Scouts 
in Promoting Digital Literacy and Participation 
Among Older Adults,” the project was awarded as 
one of the best presentations of the conference. 
The presentation explored the co-creation process 
driving the design, development, and technical 
implementation of the DigitalScouts training program. It highlighted the program’s 
commitment to addressing the unique needs and preferences of both trainers and 
older learners, ensuring an inclusive and impactful approach to digital literacy.

While the training content was being developed by DigitalScouts’ partners, another 
important step had to be taken to ensure the project’s success. From the early plan-
ning stages of this project, it was clear that in some countries like Romania, access to 
equipment still is a significant barrier. 

With the support of the German association Computertruhe e.V. , an amazing asso-
ciation refurbishing donated computers to help people who cannot afford hardware 
and engage with technology, a number of refurbished laptops and smartphones 
were delivered in the Romanian older citizens’ organisation Omenia, which host and 
will run the training in Romania with the project partner Asociația GEAC.

Discover the journey of delivering the donated equipment to Bucharest here

The upcoming year will focus on completing the Digital Training and Toolkit. Building 
on the successful test runs conducted across all partner countries in collaboration 
with local associations, the project will enter its final phase to ensure the toolkit is 
fully prepared for implementation.

To amplify its impact, the project will organise a European Multiplier Event, bringing 
together a diverse audience to share the project results. This event will promote col-
laboration with external stakeholders, enhance visibility, and support the long-term 
sustainability of this initiative.

Stay tuned and explore additional insights by visiting our website, where you can 
access a wealth of resources, including reports, news updates, and videos!

One of DigitalScouts’ core initiatives is to co-create a digital learning platform and 
toolkit designed to equip aspiring Digital Scouts with practical and easy-friendly 
resources for supporting older people in the use of digital tools, so that they can 
benefit from the opportunities of digital participation in the social, cultural, political 
and health arenas.

The consortium dedicated the year to collaboratively developing the curriculum and 
refining the content across four comprehensive learning modules, comprising a total 
of 17 courses:

Module 0 – Get ready to train
Module 1 – Know how to conduct a training
Module 2 – Find out about digital opportunities
Module 3 – Foster engagement of the participants 

We are now entering the testing phase of the digital training program, during which 
the quality of the training content, methods, and materials will be evaluated in each 
partner country. Below, you can find more details about the pre-test evaluation that 
has already been conducted in Austria.

Stay tuned as we continue refining this innovative resource to make a meaningful 
impact in the field of adult learning!

The DigitalScouts partners convened for their third Transnational Project Meeting 
in Wiesbaden, Germany, from March 12 to 14, 2024. Hosted by BerufsWege für 
Frauen e.V., this meeting represented a significant milestone in advancing the Digital 
Training and Toolkit. Over the course of three days, the partners engaged in dynamic 
collaboration, focusing on refining the structure and content of the digital training 
modules.
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